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some key traditional Indian elén

where the rich diversity of Indian culture is celebra
nurtured and allowed to grow,” say Gaurang Khe
Principal of URBNarc Pre Ltd, and Greg Shand of RC
winners of the Singapore THC design competition. ]
concept won as it best translated THC’s vision of an 1cc
unique and sustainable building that blends both traditional In
and modern architectural elements.
“The inspiration for IHC evolved from a spiritual idea of th
encompassing universe providing shelter and sanctuary. This
cept was then translated by us into physical form using the essen

i Glowing Lantern for Little India’ serves as "an urban fo

and urban designer Gau
‘baoli’ — a stepped well
ment — water — and a
ond metaphor is ‘purusk

ting a ‘whol

humanity and the universe: pcrggjvad ) ;[ndii 1d As
The Heritage Centre will thus be an embodiment of this
duality — “light /dark’, ‘male/ female® and ‘old /new’ with

time, all linked together by the common thread of India’s h
el
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Explains Gaurang “The thread in this case being
the steps from the “baoli” that further evolve into a
path that links the primary activity points within the
building, and are expressed as a “path of growth”,
a vine aspiring upwards along a fluid, sensuous,
playful, colourful path, culminating into the light
at roof top level. The building is a manifestation
of permanence — “matter” — whilst the people, the
exhibits and the path — “spirit™ — are everchanging.

‘When Greg and I decided to collaborate on this
project, we were faced with the daunting task of
understanding India, Indians in Singapore, the his-
tory and character of Little India and Singapore to
evoke a response for an important civic building from
the city and its Indian community, says Garuang,

The Singapore IHC rtraces the history of the
Indian and South Asian community in the South-
east Asian region. Located at the Little India Heri-
tage District, the §812 million building has been
scheduled to open in 2013. It will feature small
scale museum facilities as well as programming and
educational spaces. 18
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